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Issue # 5 of 2012 «<Humanities Review III» presents a compilation of reviews of pub-
lications in the field of humanities which have recently seen the light.

The issue opens with a review by Dzmitryj Vicko «The Europe of Mitosz», which
considers a Belarusian edition of Czeslaw Milosz’s famous essay «Native
Realm» (Minsk, 2011) (Minaw Yscaay. Poonas Eypona. Minck, 2011). The
author considers historical and philosophic views of the writer and pays special
attention to the quality of the translation.

The topic is continued by Siarhiej Hruntou’s review «A Fellow Traveller in the
Land of Ulro», which deals with the Belarusian edition of Czestaw Milosz’s
treatise «The Land of Ulro» (Minsk, 2011) (Mizaw Yscaay. 3amas Yavpa.
Minck, 2011). The reviewer underlines the uniqueness of the edition in the
Belarusian intellectual discourse.

A review by Siarhiej Hruntou «Still Exists among Us» is dedicated to the Russian
edition of Umberto Eco’s latest novel «The Prague Cemetery» (Moscow, 2012)
(Fro ¥mbepmo. Ipasccroe kaadbuwe. Mockea, 2012). The review presents a
reflection upon the moral and ethical problems raised in the novel and con-
siders the peculiarities of Umberto Eco’s creative method as well as specific
features of the Russian edition.

A detailed review by Alaksandr Paskievi¢ «And Still do We Need Eva Thompson?»
considers a Belarusian edition of Eva Thompson’s work «Imperial Knowledge:
Russian Literature and Colonialism» (Minsk, 2009) (Tomncan sa. Ilechaput
imnepuii: Paciiickas aimapamypa i kaaarnisaism. Minck, 2009). The author
reveals manipulations used by Eva Thompson when analysing the works by
Russian writers and draws a conclusion that the whole research is based on
the distortion of the meaning of the given works. The author also considers
the reasons for an uncritical attitude to Eva Thompson on behalf of the rep-
resentatives of the Belarusian humanities field.

A review by Viktar Zybul «How Vitalin Became Sierhijevi¢ and Vice Versa» of
Uladzimir Lakin’s work about a Belarusian writer Zmitro Vitalin «Zmitro
Vitalin’s Three Lives: a Historical and Biographic Essay» (Mazyr, 2012) (/Iaxin
Yaadsimip. Tpet arcviyyi 3mimpo Bimanina: zicmopuika-6iazpaghinusl Hapbic.
Maswip, 2012) considers the life and creative work of one of the little known
representatives of the Belarusian literature of the 20 century.

A review by Salvatore del Gaudio of a tutorial by Thar Klimat «Ancient Belarusian
Literature of the 11*—16%" Cent.: Epochs and Personalities» (Minsk, 2010)
(Knimay Izap. Cmapascvimuas 6eaapyckas aimapamypa XI—XVI ecmem.:
anoxi 1 nocmayi. Minck, 2010) points out the modern level at which the work
has been prepared and considers the peculiarity of Medieval Literature as
compared to that of later periods.

An essay by Ale§ Smalancuk «Reading Timothy Snyder... Reflections of a Belarusian
Historian» considers a Polish edition of Timothy Snyder’s book «Bloodlands:
Europe between Hitler and Stalin» (Warsaw, 2011) (Snyder Timothy. Skrwa-
wione ziemie. Europa pomiedzy Hitlerem a Stalinem. Warszawa, 2011). The
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author reflects upon the peculiarity of researching the crimes of the totalita-
rian regimes and upon the changes that were experienced by the population
of Central and Eastern Europe as a result of the realization of these regimes’
criminal policies.

A review by Alaksandr Kazakot of a work by a Russian researcher Aleksej Lobin
«The Battle of Orsha of 8 September 1514» (St. Petersburg, 2011) (/lobuw
Aunexceii. Bumea nod Opueii 8 cenmsabps 1514 z00a. CI16., 2011) criticizes the
author’s method of counting the forces of the parties in the battle and, generally,
expresses doubt about the possibility of applying this method. Nevertheless
the review points out some positive aspects of the given work.

A review by Volha Sabaletskaja «A Town as a Centre of the Belarusian Cosmos» of
the monograph by Ina Sorkina «Belarusian Towns at the End of the 18—
the First Half of the 19 Cent.» (Vilnius, 2010) (Coprina Ina. Macmauki
Benapyci ¥ kanywvr XVIII — nepwaii nanose XIX cm. Biavns, 2010) gives a
detailed analysis of the methodology, the way of material presentation, results
achieved, points out the importance of the publication of the monograph and
some of its minor drawbacks.

A review by Ina Sorkina «History in the Human Dimension» of the annual edition
of anthropological history «Homo Historicus 2012» (Vilnius, 2012) (Homo
Historicus 2012. I'adasix anmpanaaaziunali zicmopsii. Binvhs, 2012), pub-
lished by European Humanities University, stresses the importance of the
given branch in the structure of historical research and that in the field of
humanities, as well as the correspondence of the contents of the volume to
the topic stated.

A review by Valeryj Pazdniakou «A Scientific Project as a Result of Boycott» deals
with an annual collection of theses of the conference, which takes place in
Grodna and is dedicated to local history: «<Harodnia Palimpsest 2011. Persona-
lity, Society, State. 15'"—20%* Cent.» (Minsk, 2012) (I"apadsercki nasimncecm
2011. Acoba, zpamadcmea, dzapacasa. XV—XX cmem. Minck, 2012). The review
points out the perspectives and topicality of this kind of research and a high
scientific level of the edition.

A review by Natalla Sliz «From Family History to the History of the Country»
considers a work by Jan Tegowski about the Svirskys family (Tegowski
Jan. Rodowéd kniaziéw Swirskich do korica XVI wieku. Wroctaw, 2011). The
review underlines an exhaustive and systematic character of presenting the
material.

A review by Vadzim Urubleuski «A Historical Portrait» of the work by Vasil Varonin
«Prince Juraj Liynhvienievi¢ of Mstsislau» (Minsk, 2010) (Baporin Bacinb.
Knsasv IOpati JIvinzeenesiv Mcyicaaycxki: I'icmapuviunst napmpam. Minck, 2010)
addresses the compositional peculiarities of historical biographies.

A review by Svetlana Burmistr «Belarusian Judaica: Folowing the Tradition»
deals with the first issue of an annual «Tsaytshrift»> (Vol. 6 (1), Minsk—
Vilnius, 2011), published by European Humanities University (I]aiimwupuvighm.
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Yaconic dnsn dacnedasarnus aypatickall zicmopbtl, 0omazpapil I IKAHOMIKL,
aimapamypst, Mosst 1 omuazpagii = Iatimwpugpm. Kypran no usyuenuro
eapetickoil ucmopuu, 0emozpagpuu U SKOHOMUKU, AUMEPAMYPbL, A3LLKA U
amnozpaguu. T. 6 (1). Menck—DBinavns, 2011). The review considers the maga-
zine’s role in the research of Jewish history and culture.

Areview by Siarhiej Hruntou «Alien Wings, Alien Eagles» considers a publication by
Anatol Sarkot and Viac¢aslati Sielamieniet «Military Burial Places of the
First World War in Belarus» (Minsk, 2010) (Illapxos Anamoauii, Cenemeres
Bsauecnas. Bournckue 3axoponernus Ilepsoii muposoti eotinvt 8 Beaapycu =
Soldatengrdberanlagen aus dem Ersten Weltkrieg in Belarus. Munck, 2010).
The review underlines the value of the publication as a catalogue of burial
places and points out some drawbacks of the work. It also raises the issue of
military burials being not included into the Belarusian cultural discourse and
that of an indifferent attitude to them.

A review by Alaksiej Krasnahir «New Studies of Belarusian Numismatics» considers
the first edition of a collection of scientific articles on numismatics «Studia
Numismatica Albaruthenica» (Vol. I, Minsk, 2011). The author points out
some positive aspects stressed by the compilers.

A review by Lubou Kozik «A Fundamental History of the Commonwealth» of a
monograph by Urszula Augustyniak (Augustyniak Urszula. Historia Pol-
ski, 15672—1795. Warszawa, 2008) underlines its high scientific level, a good
methodological basis, and a deviation from a narrow consideration of events
exclusively within the borders of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.

A review by Dzianis Lisiejcykat «An Archeographic Publication on the History
of Church» considers a book prepared for publication by Polish historians
Przemystaw Borowik and Grzegorz Ryzewski about the visits of Novy Dvor
deanery Uniat Churches of Suprasl diocese (Wizytacje cerkwi unickich dekanatu
nowodworskiego diecezji supraskiej 1804 roku | Oprac. Przemystaw Borowik i
Grzegorz Ryzewski. — Biatystok: Biatoruskie Towarzystwo Historyczne, 2009).
The author compares the publication with other sources of the kind.

A review by Jathien Razenblat «Hollocaust: Research Complications» of the
book by Hienadz Vinnica «Holocaust on the Occupied Territories of East
Belarus in 1941—1944» (Minsk, 2011) (Burnuya Iennaduii. Xoroxocm Ha
okKynuposanHoii meppumopuu Bocmouroti Beaapycu ¢ 1941—1944 200ax.
Mumnck, 2011) criticizes the drawbacks of the publication and its methodologi-
cal level, at the same time pointing out its positive aspects.

A review by Andrej Katlarcéuk «The Second World War and Modern Historical Sci-
ence of Scandinavia» analyses the most significant modern works of Swedish
and Finnish historians, dedicated to different aspects of the Second World War.
The review considers the following works: Deland Mats «Purgatory: Sweden
and Criminals of the Second World War» (Deland Mats. Purgatorium: Sverige
och andra vdrldskrigets forbrytare. Stockholm, 2010), «Arbitrary History: Swe-
dish Attitude to German and Swedish War Criminals» (Deland Mats. En god-
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tycklig historia: om Sveriges behandling av tyska och svenska krigsforbrytare
efter andra vdrldskriget. Stockholm, 2010), a collection of works «(Im)moral
Trade: Swedish Economic Relations with Nazi Germany» (En (o)moralisk
handel?: Sveriges ekonomiska relationer med Nazityskland | Red. M. Fritz.
Stockholm, 2006), a research by Oula Silvennoinen «Secret Brotherhood: Co-
operation of Finnish and German Secret Police in 1933—1944» (Silvennoinen
Oula. Salaiset aseveljet: Suomen ja Saksan turvallisuuspoliisiyhteistyo 1933-
1944. Diss. Helsinki, 2008), and a book of articles «Wars, Internees and the
Transition to Post-war Conditions» (Sotatapahtumia, internointeja ja siirto
sodanjdalkeisiin olothin. Kansallisarkiston artikkelikirja | Red. L. Westerlund.
Helsinkt, 2010).

A review by Aleh Latysonak «Baltic Crusades and Their Position in Papal Politics» of
the Polish publication of a work by a Danish researcher Iben Fonnensberg-
Schmidt «Popes and Baltic Crusades 1147—1254» (Warsaw, 2009) (Fonnes-
berg-Schmidt Iben. Papieze i krucjaty battyckie 1147—1254. Warszawa, 2009)
points at some significant gaps in Fonnenberg-Schmidt’s work and at some
themes related to the Crusaders’ expansion in the region that have not been
addressed by the Danish historian.

An essay by Andrus$ Unucak «The Father of Belarusian Renaissance and His Ideo-
logical Heritage» («Trilogy» by Anton YLiuckievi¢ and Its Position in Belarusian
Humanities)» studies the publications of works by Anton Luckievi¢ (one
of the most prominent representatives of Belarusian national movement of
the early 20 century), edited by Anatol Sidarevi¢: «To the History of Be-
larusian Movement» (Minsk, 2003) (/Iyykesiw A. Jla zicmopuli 6eaapyckaza
pyxy: evibparbvla meopvl | ¥Ykaad., npadm., kamenm. A. Cidapssiva. Minck,
2003); «Selected Works: Issues of Culture, Literature and Art» (Minsk, 2006)
(/Iyyresiu A. Buibpanwvia meopul: npabaemvbl Kyabmypbl, AIMapamypsl i
macmaymea | Yxaad., npadm., KamMarm., nep. 3 noavck. 1 nam. A. Cidapssiua.
Minck, 2006); «The Struggle for Liberation» (Bialystok—Vilnius, 2009)
(yyresin A. Bapayvba 3a evizsarenvre | ¥kaad., pad., nepakra., KAMOHM. 1
npadm. A. Cidapssiu. Beracmok—DBiavus, 2009); «To the History of Belaru-
sian Movement. Second Edition» (Bialystok—Vilnius, 2010) (/Iyyxesiv A. Jla
2icmoputl beaapyckaza pyxy. Botdanwvre 2-e, danoynenae i nanpaynenae | Yxnao.
A. Cidapasiu. Beracmox—DBiavus, 2010).

A review by Alaksandr Filipat «Belarus: an Unconventional History» examines a very
controversial publication «Belarus in the 20%* Century: an Unconventional Rep-
resentation of History» (Moscow, 2010) (Besapycw 6 XX sexe: Hempaduyuortoe
npedcmasaerue ucmopuu | Ilod ped. B.H. Cudopyosa. Mockaa, 2010) — a
multi-author monograph edited by Ultadzimir Sidarcou. The monograph is
claimed by its authors to be a combination of a synergetic approach and the
history of daily life, but according to the reviewer the work is actually a piece
of opinion journalism.

A review by Dzmitryj Vicko «The Sapiehas and the Radzivils: the Rivalry of Magnate
Factions in the Middle of the 17" Century» of a work by Mariusz Sawicki
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«Court Party in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in 1648—1655» (Opole, 2010)
(Sawicki Mariusz. Stronnictwo dworskie w Wielkim Ksiestwie Litewskim w
latach 1648—1655. Opole, 2010) studies the terminology and methodology,
typical of this kind of research. The review also elaborates on royal policies,
directed towards the creation of a loyal party, and on its actual activity on the
political arena of the time.

A review by Sciapan Sturejka «From Kaloza to Farty and Back» of a reference book
on Grodna architectural monuments «A Biography of Grodna Streets. From
Farty to Kaloza» (Grodna—Wroctaw, 2012) (Biszpagis zapadsenckix ayaiy. A0
Dapmoy da Kanoorcwr | Andpsti Bawkeaiy (i inwe.). I'apodns—Wroctaw, 2012)
highlights both the importance of the book and some of its drawbacks.

A review by Felix Ackermann «Why Were the Jews in the BSSR not Concerned
about Germans?» of a work by Alexander Friedman «Images of Germany
in Belarusian Soviet Society in 1919—1941» (Stuttgart, 2011) (Friedman Al-
exander. Deutschlandbilder in der weiffrussischen sowjetischen Gesellschaft
1919—1941. Stuttgart, 2011) points out a thorough and systemic approach to
the topic in the reviewed work.

A review by Andrej Cichamirau «Vilnius Educational District: between Polish Pa-
triotism and Imperial Loyalty» of a Polish republication of a work by a French
researcher Daniel Beauvois «Vilnius — a Polish Cultural capital of the Rus-
sian Occupation Sphere» (Wroctaw, 2010) (Beauvois Daniel. Wilno — polska
stolica kulturalna zaboru rosyjskiego, 1803—1832. Wroctaw, 2010) points out
the fundamental character of the work under analysis and its significance for
studying the history of the culture of the 19* century.

A review by Olga Belova «The Folk Bible» of the publication «The Belarusian “Folk
Bible” in Modern Records» prepared by Alena Bohanieva (Minsk, 2010)
(Benapycras «napodnas Bibais» ¥ cywacuvix 3anicax | yemyn. apm., yKaad. i
ramenm. A.M. Bozanesaii. Minck, 2010) (Beaapycrkas «wapodnas Bibais» y
cyuackblx 3anicax | yemyn. apm., ykaad. i kamenm. A.M. Bozaresaii. Mikck,
2010) considers the peculiarities of studying folk Christianity, points out the
topicality and the necessity of the publication.

A detailed review by Uladzimir Hancar «They Said Once that They Walk after Death»
or Traditional Polesye Demonology in the Records of the Last Third of the 20t
Century» considers a Russian academic edition of records on the given topic
«Polesye Folk Demonology» compiled by L.N. Vinohradova and E.E. Lev-
kiyevskaya (Moscow, 2010) (Hapodras demornonozus Ilonecvs: nybaukayuu
mexcmos 6 sanucax 80—90-x zz2. XX sexa. T'. 1. JItodu co caepxvecmecmeeHHbLMU
ceoiicmeamu | cocm.: JI.H. Bunozpadosa, E.E. Jleskuesckas. Mockea, 2010).
The review stresses the importance of the publication for the further research
of the region, but at the same time criticizes the compilers’ typology of people
with supernatural abilities.

A review by Tacciana Valodzina «The Round-Dance Circle Is Big, the Street Is
Small» of a joint work by a series of authors «Belarusian Folk Dance: Tradi-
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tion and Modernity. Mahiliou Region» (Minsk, 2011) (Beaapycki napoOdnbt
marey: mpadviywil i cywackacys (Mazinéywuvina) | M.A. Kosenka, B.A. Ilanoy,
A.Y. Kaciney i inut.; pad. my3. meopay A.Y. Pawuvinckaza; azyabH. L xapaazp.
pad. M.A. Kosenxi. Minck, 2011) expresses delight with the summarising
work carried out by the authors and with their efforts to support the dancing
culture in the region.

A review by Thar Klimau «Unexpected Speech» of Tacciana Ramza’s monograph
«Belarusian Colloquial Speech: Contemporary Situation» (Minsk, 2011)
(Pamsa Tayysana. Beaapyckae zymapkosae mayaente: cywacuvt cman. Minck:
Buuwstiwas wrona, 2011) considers interesting and unexpected results of
studying the speech of native speakers of modern Belarusian literary language.
It is observed that the speech in some respects deviates from established norms
but the deviations have a steady and regular character.

A review by Alaksandr Paskievi¢ «A Regular Manifestation of a Common Disease»
describes one of the significant instances of plagiarism in the work by Iryna
Sumskaja «Music in the Context of Belarusian and Polish Intercultural In-
teraction» (Minsk, 2011) (Illymcras Ipvina. Mysvika ¥ kanmakcye beaapycka-
noAbCKA2Q MINCKYAbMYPHA2A Y3aemadzesanus. Minck, 2011).

A review by Siamion Hutnou «Polesye from Inside and Outside» is dedicated to the
Polish and Belarusian publication of an album and catalogue «Polesye» by a
photographer of the interwar period Zofia Chometowska (Chometowska
Zofia. Polesie = Xamaumoycka 3ogh’s. Ilanecce. Warszawa, 2011). The publica-
tion of the album is considered as a significant intellectual event. It is stressed
that the album has great importance for the research of the daily life of the
population of interwar Polesye on the territory of Poland.

Areview by Paviel Karalioii of Inesa Slurikova’s work «Temples and Monasteries of
the 19t Century Belarus as Part of the Russian Empire. Recreating the Herit-
age» (Moscow, 2010) (Carnonbvrosa Hrecca. Xpamer u monacmuipu Beaapycu XIX
eexa 6 cocmase Poccultickoii umnepuu. Ilepecozdarue nacaedus. Mockaa, 2010)
points out that the material presented in the research significantly enriches
the knowledge about the architectural past of Belarus.

An essay by Volf Rubinéyk «Modern Dictatorship of Resurrected Adepts of ‘West-
Russian’ movement (Zapadno-russizm)» considers a book by Andrew Wilson
«Belarus: the Last European Dictatorship» (Yale University Press, 2011). The
reviewer defines what researchers had an influence on the author of the book
and points out that the Western academic establishment is starting to deny
some simplified schemes in the interpretation of the history of Belarus and of
the contemporary situation in the country.

An essay by Andrej Vaskievi¢ «A Bibliophile Looking for Atlantis» is dedicated to
Michas Kazlouski, an author of the book «I Will Touch the Book Treasures...:
Notes of a Bibliophile» (Minsk, 2011) (Kasaojcki Mixacs. J{a kHiscHbLX cKapOay
daxpamycs...: Hamamki 6i6aisagina. Mincxk, 2011).
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