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      Issue #10 of 2010 is totally dedicated to the Battle of Grunwald, the 600th anniversary of which was celebrated in July earlier this year. The issue predominantly includes works by Belarusian and Lithuanian historians. Their articles consider different aspects of the Battle of Grunwald on the background of the epoch in which it took place.

			The issue opens with a preface by the issue’s co-editor Andrej Macuk.

			A Belarusian researcher Jury Bochan considers the process of German knights’ penetration onto the territory of the Baltic region at the end of the 12th — the beginning of the 13th century in his article «Polack Principality and the Onset of Crusade Aggression in the Baltic Region». The author also tackles the beginning of the long-standing conflict between the German chivalry and the local population, which eventually culminated in the Battle of Grunwald. 

			In the article «Grunwald: the End of Expansion or Confrontation?», a historian Aleh Dziarnovič considers the Mediaeval Crusades and holy wars (among them the crusaders’ penetration into the East Baltic region) as a historiographic problem. The author retraces the discrepancies in the evaluation of these phenomena, typical of the representatives of different national historiographies. 

			A historian Aleh Lickievič does a source study review of all the extant treaties signed by the grand dukes of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, Samogitian nobility, and Teutonic Knights in his article «Treaties between the Grand Dukes of The Grand Duchy of Lithuania, Samogitian Nobility, and Teutonic Knights in Prussia and Livonia (1367—1398)». The article deals with a period which immediately preceded the aggravation of the relations between Poland and Lithuania on the one part and Teutonic Knights on the other.

			The article of a Lithuanian researcher Alvydas Nikžentaitis «Prisoners of War in Lithuania and the German Order in 1283—1409» is dedicated to the analysis of the following problems: the treatment of the captives in the Order and Lithuania, the circumstances in which the subjects of these two countries were taken prisoners, the captives’ ransom, and usage, and so on.

			In his article «Shakespeare’s Characters Lithuanian Adventures», a historian and Belarusian studies specialist from Lida Leanid Laureš touches upon the problem of some of the then famous West European aristocrats’ participation in the Crusades to the territories of Prussia, Lithuania, and today’s Belarus in the 13th—15th centuries. These aristocrats became prototypes for the characters of some well-known tragedies by the famous British playwright William Shakespeare.

			In the article «Research Sources on the Battle of Grunwald, as well as on the Great War of Poland and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania against the Teutonic Order (1409—1411)», a historian from Pinsk Rusłan Hahua analyses the state of the source study basis which is today used by researchers from different countries in the exploration of the range of problems connected with Grunwald.

			Vitaut’s behaviour and decisions during the Battle of Grunwald are analysed by a Lithuanian historian Edvardas Gudavičius in his publication «The Grunwald Operation and Vitaut’s Risking». The author comes to a conclusion that Vitaut, the commander-in-chief of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, took a great risk in the battle, sacrificing strategy for the sake of tactics. However, taking the risk appeared to be justified and allowed the Lithuanians to achieve a positive outcome in the battle. 

			The articles «Lithuanians’ Flight in the Battle of Grunwald» (by a Swedish historian Sven Ekdahl) and «The Battle of Grunwald. Lithuania’s Flight and Its Depiction in Historiography» (by a Lithanian researcher Kęstutis Gudmantas) present opinions on an assertion about the Lithuanian army’s flight under the Crusaders’ pressure at the initial stage of the battle. The statement first appeared in a work by a mediaeval Polish historian Jan Długosz. What was it in reality: an actual flight or a tactical manoeuvre? 

			Alvydas Nikžentaitis in his article «An Assessment of the Battle of Grunwald by the Lithuanian Society of the 15th—16th Centuries» analyses how the victory in the battle was evaluated by the elites of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania during the first two centuries after the event, and how the Lithuanian version of the battle was depicted in the historical and literary works of the time.

			Kęstutis Gudmantas proceeds with this range of problems in the article «Another Image of the Battle of Grunwald: Lithuanian Annals and a Poem by Jan Vislicki «The Prussian War»». The researcher pays attention to the parallels in the description of the Battle of Grunwald which are found in the texts of two famous works of the 16th century: «The Prussian War» by Jan Vislicki and «The Chronicle of Bychaviec». The researcher puts forward a hypothesis that the first text is one of the still unrecognized sources of the other.

			The article by Rimvydas Petrauskas «The Battle of Grunwald and the Lithuanian Historical Tradition» retraces the process of forming the Grunwald tradition among the Lithuanian elite and Lithuanian society from the Middle Ages until modernity.

			A small publication «Soviet Grunwald» by Aleh Dziarnovič pays attention to an attempt of the Soviet communist power to use the memory of Grunwald with its own aim: namely for the sake of mobilizing society to fight off German invaders during the Second World War, and also for the sake of propagandizing internationalism with the «great Russian people» at the head.

			The article by Sven Ekdahl «The Battle of Grunwald (Tannenberg) of 1410 and Its Depiction in the Monuments of the 20th Century» is dedicated to the consideration of Grunwald’s commemoration policy evolution. The article deals with the period of the 20th century in Germany, Poland, and Lithuania and tackles the material embodiment of this process in the form of different monuments.

			The issue ends with a review by an MA student of Harodnia State University Zmicier Krasnapieucau «In Different Directions». The review presents a critical analysis of «ARCHE’s» issue № 9 of 2009. The general title of the issue was «Lithuania and Belarus: a Thousand Years Together».
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