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      Issue # 3 of 2011 is totally dedicated to ethnological, linguistic and historical problems of Belarusian Palessie.

			The issue opens with a preface by a co-editor, an ethnologist from Hrodna Iryna Čarniakievič: “Looking for Palessie”.

			A Belarusian linguist Fiodar Klimčuk gives a general characteristic of this region in his article “Mysterious Palessie”. The author argumentatively dispels a series of formed in public conscience myths about this region.

			A text by a Belarusian ethnologist and art critic Volha Łabačeŭskaja “May Be I Am Too Keen on Palessie…” is dedicated to ethnographic expeditions that were carried out in Palessie before the First World War by a famous Belarusian ethnologist Isak Sierbaŭ. The author’s attention is mainly paid to the researcher’s wide use of photography during his work. 

			A Polish ethnologist Anna Engelking in her article “Between Narration and Writing” opens to the wide public the personality of a Pinsk narrator and writer Nina Łuszczyk-Ilienkowa (1929–2004). The author reflects upon the national identity of this woman, who created her works in Polish – a language she acquired in the childhood, but at the same time was deeply rooted in the local Palessie tradition. Some examples of Nina Łuszczyk-Ilienkowa’s creative work are added as a supplement to the article.

			A Brest researcher Safronij Žłoba in his article “Modern Palessie Village: Between Tradition and Innovation” analyses the processes that take place in the economy and culture of the Palessie village in the last decades. The author speculates about the perspectives that await traditional Palessie culture and mode of life in the context of modern globalization.

			A Belarusian linguist Mikałaj Antropaŭ in his article “Traditional Ethnoculture of Palessie” considers the problem from the point of view of common Slavonic perspective. The author finds analogues of some popular Palessie folk customs in such distant regions as Macedonia, Serbia or South Albania.

			The articles of Russian researchers Tatiana Agapkina (“Traditional Palessie Prohibitions Connected with Trees”) and Ludmila Vinogradova “Knowledgeable People in Palessie Demonology” are prepared on the basis of the materials of Palessie archives. The latter were formed as a result of a complex research programme on the traditional spiritual folk culture of Palessie. The research was carried out in 1974–1991 by the Academy of Science of the USSR with the aim of creating “Palessie Ethnolinguistic Atlas”.

			A Polish ethnologist Anna Engelking in her article “Józef Obrębski’s Polesie” considers the life and activity of one of the most active and prolific researchers of Western Palessie of the 1930-s. The author pays considerable attention to the description of the theoretic foundation of his research and the principles of practical work used by him during his field expeditions.

			For the first time, one of the most profound works by Józef Obrębski (“A People without Motherland”), dedicated to Palessie and its population, is published in this issue in Belarusian.

			A review by Taciana Vałodzina “An Example of High Professionalism” considers a collection of Józef Obrębski’s works “Polesie”, published in 2007 in Warsaw under the scientific editorship of Anna Engelking.

			A Hrodna historian Natalla Śliž in her article “A Yonger Branch of the Sałamiareckis’ Princely Family in Pinsk Region” considers different aspects of the history of one of the Sałamiareckis’ family branches beginning with the middle of the 16th century, when some representatives of this family inherited from their relatives (the Halšanskis) estates in Dubrovitsa and Vysotsk in Pinsk district, and ending with the middle of the 17th century, when the last male representatives of the Pinsk branch died.

			A historian from Homiel Stanisłaŭ Čaropka in his article “Palessie in the War Fire of the Middle of the 17th Century” pays attention to military activities on the territory of Belarusian Palessie during the revolt of 1648–1651, headed by Bohdan Khmelnytsky, and during the war between Rzeczpospolita and Moscow State in 1654–1667.

			A researcher from Hrodna Volha Sabaleŭskaja in her article “Like a Snail in Its Shell” considers an everyday life of Brest Jews in the first half of the 19th century. 

			A Hrodna historian Siarhiej Pivavarčyk in his article “«Palessie» Fortress” looks at the territory of Palessie from the military and strategic point of view. The author analyses its fortification plans, which were developed by military engineers first of the Russian empire and then by those of the Poland and the USSR of the Inter-War period. 

			A historian from Minsk Andrej Kištymaŭ in his article “Palessie Railroad Legend” presents the history of the construction and the development of the railroad network on the territory of Palessie from the middle of the 19th century to our time.

			A historian from Toruń Dorota Michaluk in her article “An Argument about Palessie and an Attempt to Define a State Border Between BPR and UPR in the Spring of 1918” considers the controversies of the territorial question which arose between the leaders of Belarusian People’s Republic and Ukrainian People’s Republic, proclaimed in 1918. The article describes the course of negotiations in Kyiv between the delegations of the two states and analyses different projects of establishing the Belarusian–Ukrainian border at Palessie.

			A Homiel researcher Valancina Lebiedzieva in her article “«Ukrainian» Power on the Territory of Belarusian Palessie” considers the activity of the Homiel city Directory, which was a local authority representing the Ukrainian Directory in Kyiv in 1918–1919. 

			A historian from Białystok Wojciech Śleszyński in his article “Palessie in the Politics of the Polish State in 1918–1939” analyses political projects which were developed and realized by Polish central and local authorities on the territory of Palessie province in the Inter-War period.

			A Brest historian Taciana Lisoŭskaja in her publication “Neo-protestant Movement at Palessie from the End of the 19th Century to 1939” considers the initial stage of the penetration and spread on the territory of Palessie of new protestant tendencies, such as Baptist doctrines, Pentecostalism, Adventism, and so on. The author traces the main ways of Neo-protestant doctrines’ penetration onto the territory of Palessie, defines the main centres of this movement, describes the main methods of Neo-protestant missionaries’ work with the population.

			A historian from Hrodna Aleś Smalančuk in his article “The Palessie Skirmunts: a Tragedy of the Autumn of 1939” narrates about the events which happened after the beginning of World War II and the Red Army’s entry onto the territory of Western Belarus. As a result almost all representatives of the famous noble family of the Skirmunts, who had their estates in Pinsk region, were physically destroyed.

			Another publication by a Hrodna historian Stanisłaŭ Silvanovič “Polish Population on the Territory of Western Palessie before and at the Beginning of World War II” analyses the position of the Polish population on the territory of the former Palessie province. The article tackles the policy of Soviet authorities in relation to the Poles after the annexation of the territory to the BSSR in 1939 as well as a passive and active resistance of the local Poles against the activities of the Soviet authorities.

			The following two articles by a researcher from Minsk Źmicier Kryvašey (“Pinsk: a Portrait of a Postwar City”) and a historian from Brest Andrej Bodak (The People and the Authorities in Western Palessie in the First Postwar Years”) are dedicated to the consideration of processes that took place in the urban and rural areas of Western Palessie in the first years after the liberation of the territory from German occupation.

			A publication by a Belarusian studies expert from Pinsk Alaksandar Iljin “It Is Yet Early to Put a Full Stop” continues a discussion with a Belarusian literary critic Mikola Chaŭstovič, started earlier in other periodicals. The subject of the discussion is the authorship of the famous work of the 19th century “Pinsk Nobility”. Alaksandar Iljin argues that the authorship of this farce-vaudeville belongs not to Vincent Dunin-Marcinkievič (as it is traditionally accepted), but to a priest from Kupiacičy village of Pinsk district Dzmitry Bułhakoŭski.

			The issue closes with a material by a historian Uładzimier Lachoŭski. The publication is dedicated to the memory of the recently deceased historian and archivist Alaksandra Hieś (1940–2011).
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